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laid down, without opening the Bible ; and by a
fair deduction from first principles come to the
conclusion that, by the balance of argument in
their favor, the Bible and the religion founded
upon it are probably true, at least to this extent:
that unbelief involves a greater absurdity in fact,
than the belief of them can involve by imputation,
or by any amount of objections that have hitherto
been rolled up by their enemies. How is it that
they have not noticed these points at all, which
seem self-suggestive to a fair mind, constructing
an adverse argument by the a priori process?
The omission proves, beyond question, that infi-
delity is a conspicuous failure. Take,

Second, another proposition, that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which is the kernel of revealed truth,
beginning with the first promise after the fall of
man, and fully expounded in the Neiv Testament', is
the hope of the world. How would the a priori
reason naturally deal with it ? Beyond doubt, a
fair judgment would demand that the New
Testament, at least, should be read. The general
impression as to its agreement with the fitness of
things, its adaptedness to the wants of man, its
tendency to promote the interests of his spiritual
being, must arise from a candid investigation.
Upon these and kindred points, the a priori reason
would first seize as the foundation of an intelligent
and just verdict; and the following, or something
analogous, would necessarily be the process of
thought:

i. Does the Gospel represent God as an igno-
rant, variable, arbitrary, and unjust Being? If